CHAPTER V
THE SOUTH POLE ATTAINED:   AMUNDSEN IN THE FRAM
CAPTAIN ROALD AMUNDSEN, undoubted conqueror of
the South Pole, was one of the world's greatest pioneer
explorers.   He was born in 1872 and became a graduate of
Oslo University where he took his Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1890.
This would have been followed by a medical career had he not
found it impossible to resist the call of the wild; so after four
years he threw over his studies.   In 1894 he went to sea with the
definite purpose of training himself to become an explorer, and he
pursued his ambition with such unswerving determination that he
achieved the most striking success.
In 1897 he made his first voyage to the Antarctic as mate of
the Belgica. This was one of the earlier scientific expeditions, led
by Lieut, de Gerlache of the Belgian Navy. Amundsen, after
passing safely through the first Antarctic night, returned with an
enriched experience and wrote an Appendix, on the navigation of
pack ice, to Dr. Cook's account of the voyage.
Amundsen then proved himself qualified to organize and lead
a polar expedition by the results of his voyage in the Gjoa, from
1903 to 1906, when he was the first to make the North-west Passage
by ship. His methods were modern and to a certain extent scien-
tific. He re-determined the position of the North Magnetic Pole
and then decided to enter the lists for the North Geographical Pole.
In the year 1906 Peary had made what he himself, at the time,
believed to be his final effort to reach the North Pole, for he was
then 50 years of age; and again he had failed.
Amundsen intended to repeat Nansen's drift in the Fram, but
to enter the Arctic pack farther east than in 1893 and thus, it was
hoped, to reach the Pole by a short sledge journey if not in the
ship. Great difficulty, however, was met with in raising the
money for this venture, for the ship had to be provisioned for a
seven years voyage. Then, in 1909, when he was almost within sight
of success, both Peary and Cook claimed to have reached the North
Pole and it was hopeless for Amundsen to proceed with his original
plans. Only one course remained, we are told, to save the expedi-
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